
Eric Elder Ministries
About Eric Elder 

Eric writes books & music  
for page, stage & screen  

to glorify God’s name  
so Christ may be seen! 



At 23, had a life-changing 
experience with Jesus Christ

Married college 
sweetheart, Lana

Had 6 kids &  
more pairing off 

At 23, he had a life-
changing experience with 
Christ while reading the 

Bible with friends.



At 25, he married his 
college sweetheart, 

Lana.



At 23, had a life-changing 
experience with Jesus Christ

Married college 
sweetheart, Lana

Had 6 kids &  
more pairing off 

At 27, they started 
having their 6 kids, 

now all grown!



At 31, went into full-time 
ministry after creating first-

ever website for Texaco

Created theranch.org as 
“place to seek God… and 

find Him.”

Started live-streaming  
in 1998 to preach, pray &  

play the piano 

At 31, Eric went into 
full-time ministry 
after creating a 

website for a 
Fortune 10 company.



Later that year (1995), he 
launched  his own website 

to encourage people to 
seek God… and find Him.



On September 11, 1998, Eric 
launched his first live-stream— 
1 month before Billy Graham and 

1 month after the Pope!



On September 11, 1998, Eric 
launched his first live-stream— 
1 month before Billy Graham and 

1 month after the Pope!

For context, the video was the size of a postage stamp, 
but could be seen around the world. This was… 

• 1 week after the birth of Google (September 4, 1998) 
• 3 years before the iPod (2001) 
• 5 years before MySpace (2003) 
• 6 years before Facebook (2004) 
• 7 years before Youtube (2005) 
• 8 years before Spotify and Twitter (2006) 
• 9years before  the iPhone (2007) 
• 18 years before TikTok (2016) 
• and 4 months after Mr. Beast was born!  

(the current #1 YouTuber in the world!)



In 2000, USA Today 
called Eric “a new breed 
of evangelist” for his 
pioneering work online. 



now reaches 20,000 subscribers 
worldwide

in 200 countries

boosting faith worldwide 

In 2023, Eric reaches 
thousands of subscribers 

each week in countries 
around the world.



has written & published 35 
books (and helped dozens of 
others write & publish theirs)

has recorded & streamed 
60 songs (and helped 

others record & stream 
hundreds more)

has recorded & posted over 400 
video messages (and helped others 

record & post countless others) 

Eric’s written dozens of books 
(and helped others write theirs!)



has written & published 35 
books (and helped dozens of 
others write & publish theirs)

has recorded & streamed 
60 songs (and helped 

others record & stream 
hundreds more)

has recorded & posted over 400 
video messages (and helped others 

record & post countless others) 

He’s recorded dozens of albums 
(and helped others record theirs!)



He’s recorded dozens of 
albums (and helped others 

record dozens more!)

…an Italian “puppet opera”! 
(2023, left) 

Critical Acclaim (for the ballet)

Winner “Best Ensemble Cast” Chicago Faith & Family Film Festival (2021) 
Winner “Best Christian Feature Film” Istanbul Film Festival (2021) 

(in Nicholas’s home country)

Critical Acclaim (for the ballet)

Winner “Best Ensemble Cast” Chicago Faith & Family Film Festival (2021) 
Winner “Best Christian Feature Film” Istanbul Film Festival (2021) 

(in Nicholas’s home country)

He’s turned one of his 
most popular books (about 
the real-life St. Nicholas) 
into an award-winning 

ballet (2018-2021)…



… a hit Christmas 
musical (2021) …



ballet

musical

puppet opera 

“Beautiful work. Love the music!  
I hope you can take it far and wide!” 
 

BRIAN BIRD, co-producer of Touched By An Angel  
and co-creator of Hallmark’s #1 original series,  
When Calls the Heart 

“Truly Christian, in the best sense 
of the word, with universal appeal.” 
JIM ROSENTHAL, former Communications Director  
for the Archbishop of Canterbury and founder of  
The St Nicholas Society 

Critical Acclaim (for the ballet)

Winner “Best Ensemble Cast” Chicago Faith & Family Film Festival (2021) 
Winner “Best Christian Feature Film” Istanbul Film Festival (2021) 

(in Nicholas’s home country)

and an Italian 
“Puppet Opera”! 

(Christmas, 2023)



movie 

What’s next? A MOVIE!



Of the top Christmas classics, 
almost none mention Christ.



Enter “His Name Was Nicholas” 
The true story of St. Nicholas 
and his deep love for Christ.



“It’s a Wonderful Life” meets “The Nutcracker”

A Christmas 
classic to watch 
year after year.



“The Hamilton of Christmas shows!”  
 

JOHNATHON STEPHENS, audience member and musical fan

Proven audience 
appeal, support, and 
impact (based on the 

book, ballet & musical).



Watch the trailer for the ballet! 
Listen to the music from the musical! 

(90-seconds each)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vm1fUA0_nNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e79vWxL7vVk


What now?



15 Gifts  
at $125

10 Gifts  
at $100

25 Gifts  
at $25

50 Gifts  
at $50

1. 100 monthly Supporters 
at $25-$125 per month

2. Full funding for the Italian 
Puppet Opera: $12,000

3. To seed the start-up costs for 
the St. Nicholas movie: $100,000

Here are Eric’s 3 most 
pressing needs…



Eric Elder Ministries

William Carey said going to his 
mission field was like going into a 
deep, dark well to rescue others.
“I’m willing to go,” he said, “but I 
need someone to hold the rope.” 

 Could you be Eric’s rope holder?



We can do so much with 
so little, but we need 
that little so much! 

Thank you!

To donate, please visit: 
ericelder.com/donate 
or scan the QR code 

eric@theranch.org 
815-326-5817 

http://www.ericelder.com/donate
mailto:eric@theranch.org

